country is associated not only with the explorations of Speke
and Grant, the former of whom discovered the source of
the Nile in Victoria Nyanza, but also with the journeys of
Dr. Livingstone. The present area of the Protectorate is
some 94,000 square miles, including the great lakes, and its
population 3! millions. The Nile issues from Victoria
Nyanza at the Ripon Falls, flows through other lakes and
into the Sudan at Nimule. The source of the Blue Nile is
in Abyssinia at Lake Tana. The climate is varied but very
tropical, and definitely unsuited for white settlement. Parts
of the country are well watered and have good rainfall,
especially in the lake region and round Mount Elgon in the
Eastern provinces.
Before the advent of the Kenya and Uganda Railway
which now runs from the ocean at Mombasa to the shores
of Victoria, with many branches, the country was cut off
from the sea, but with good rail, road and air communi-
cations is now very prosperous, the chief crop being cotton,
the industry being largely in native hands. Trade also flows
through the great lakes and the Nile to Egypt and the
Mediterranean.
Captain (later Lord) Lugard, then acting for the Imperial
British East Africa Company, first saw the great possibilities
of the country over fifty years ago, but it was then the scene
of constant strife and was nearly abandoned by the British
before a protectorate was eventually proclaimed in 1894.
Both Muksa and his son Mwanga, rulers of the Baganda
peoples, were engaged in continuous warfare, and even
after the protectorate was declared, the troubles continued
until after the flight of Mwanga in 1897 and the subsequent
suppression of a revolt among Sudanese troops employed in
the country. Sir Harry Johnston was then sent out as special
commissioner, and since then the country's record has been
one of peaceful progress.92
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